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infantry in service of the Company; the second, of native
regulars, commanded by English officers. There was
also artillery, which belonged to the Company, and was
European with the exception of a few batteries.
When Lord William Bentinck was made Governor of
Madras, he introduced some reforms which highly oifended
the native troops. The sepoys were required to clip their
moustachios, shave their chins, and were forbidden to wear
their marks of caste. A new regulation turban was also
ordered for them. Incited by the sons of Tippoo Sahib,
this was made the excuse for an outbreak, in which the
garrison at Vellore rose against and massacred their
officers and about a hundred English soldiers, even the
sick in the hospital being butchered.
The English troops quartered at Arcot fortunately
arrived in time to stem that rebellion.
This, however, showed that a slight cause would at any
moment set the natives against their conquerors, and in
1857 imminent peril threatened our Eastern Empire.
The Mohammedans of both sects longed to set them-
selves free from the British yoke, but could not hope to do
so while the Hindoo soldiery remained true to their salt.
Unhappily the spark that was needed to inflame their
passions was not long in being supplied. A suspicion
had seized the Hindoo mind that their religion and caste
were in danger ; that the English had determined that all